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Introducción: It is being increasingly recognized in contemporary philosophy of science that models play a 
central role in scientific practice. The objective of this course is to better understand how scientific models 
represent, how they are used, the relationship between models and theories, between models and experience, 
and the philosophical problems posed by modeling practices, for example concerning the nature of 
explanations and the role of idealisations and  simulations. 
 
Objetivo general:  Learn about the philosophical aspects of scientific representation 

 
Objetivos específicos: 
1. Learn about the different conceptions of scientific theories that have been entertained in philosophy, and 
how models became prominent in recent debates 
2. Get an overview of the different accounts of scientific representation and corresponding contemporary 
debates 
3. Address specific problems linked to modeling practice, in particular, explanations, empirical confrontation 
and simulations 
 

 
 

Contenido Temático 

Unidad Temas  
Horas 

Teórica
s 

Prácticas 

1 
The syntactic, semantic and pragmatic conceptions of theories 
 

16  

2 Scientific representation: the model/target/user relationship 
 16  

3 Modeling practices: explanation, simulation, empirical confrontation 
 16  

4 
 

   

Total de horas: 48  



Suma total de horas: 48 
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Nota: (en caso que exista alguna) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Evaluación y forma de trabajo 
• 20% seminar attendance and participation 
• 40% presentation in class 
• 40% book review 

 
 
Imparte:  Quentin Ruyant 
Mail: quentin.ruyant@gmail.com 
Día y hora del curso o seminario (dos propuestas):  
Martes y Miercoles 10h30 – 12h 

Medios didácticas: 
 
Exposición profesor(a)      ( X ) 
Exposición alumnos  ( X ) 
Ejercicios dentro de clase (  ) 
Ejercicios fuera del aula (  ) 
Lecturas obligatorias  ( X ) 
Trabajo de investigación (  ) 
Prácticas de campo  (  ) 
Otros:                                    (  ) 
 
 

Métodos  de evaluación:  
 
Exámenes o trabajos parciales        ( X ) 
Examen o trabajo final escrito                   (  ) 
Trabajos y tareas fuera del aula        (  ) 
Exposición de alumnos                             (  ) 
Participación en clase          ( X ) 
Asistencia           (  ) 
Prácticas                                                  (  ) 
Otros:                                                   (    ) 
 
 
  

  


